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| OF THE 
Weſtminſter New Lying-in Hoſpital, 
Begun and finiſhed under the Patronage of the 


Honorable Ear! PERCY, Preſident. 


Sir Edward Aſtley, Bart. „ [Jon Crewe, Eſqr. 
g ö Yice | Thomas Dundas, Eſqr. 


Rioht 


D 


Sie Joſeph Mawbey, Bart. 
Major General Milllamſon. 
JN the Year 1765, Dr. Joux Lx Akx, of Craven-ftreet, in the Strand (a Member of 
the College of Phyſicians, London) purchas'd a Piece of Ground on a Building 
Leaſe on the Surry Side of Weſtminſter Bridge, and afterwards preſented to the 
Public the Original Plan for the Inſtitution of this Hoſpital :=—As ſoon as the 


Hoſpital was built, by Public Subſcription on the above Ground, he voluntarily, 
| and 


Preſidents. . Hearne, Eſqr. 


and without any Conſideration whatever, aſſign'd over to fix Truſtees choſen by the 
Governors at a General Meewng, all his Right and claim to the above Premiſes, in 
Favor of this Charity; otherwiſe, in Caſe it had not continued to ſubſiſt, the 
Euilaing rais'd on his Ground wou'd have legally become his own Property. | 

Being honor'd with the Patronage of the Right Honorable Earl Percy, to- 
gether with ſeveral Gentlemen of Rank and Diſtinction, and being alſo favor'd with 
the Aſſiſtance of his Friends and the Public, which he is deſirous moſt reſpectfully to 
acknowledge, he at laſt had the Satisfaction of ſeeing this charitable Deſign carried 
into Execution, after the repeated Exertion of his utmoſt Endeavours, to that end. 

The Inſtitution of this Charity is principally deſigned for the Relief of thoſe Child- 
bearing Women who are the Wives of poor induſtrious Tradeſmen or diſtreſo'd 
Houſe-keepers, who, either from unavoidable Misfortunes or the Expence of min- 
taining large Families, are reduced to real Want: Alſo for the Reception and im- 
mediate Relief of indigent Soldiers and Sailors Wives, the former, in particular, being 
very numerous in and about the City of Jeftminſ/ter; but it being repreſented to the 
Governors of this Hoſpital, that great Hardſhips do ariſe to poor Women with Child, 
who, from their Inability to produce Certificates of their Marriage are excluded elſe- 
where; in order to remove ſuch Inconveniences, and to render this Charity more ex- 
tenſroely uſeful, they have unanimouſly reſolv'd, at a General Meeting, not to require 
any Certificates of Marriage towards the Admiſſion of ſuch Women, as are other- 
wiſe properly recommended as Objects of real Want ;—but leaſt the Perverſion of this 
Circumſtance ſhould tend to encourage Licentiouſneſs, they have thought proper to 
limit this Indulgence to the fr/f Time only, in which, ſuch Women have been unwarily 
ſeduced from the Paths of Virtue. —This Reſolution, being founded in Humanity, 
the Governors have no Doubt, will meet with the Approbation of the Public, as ſeveral 
Melancholly Inſtances have occur'd where unfortunate Women, when ſhut out from all 
Shelter, —deſtitute of Hope, Money, or Friends, —overwhelm'd with Shame, and 
wounded with Contrition for their paſt Indiſcretion, have been driven to a ſtate of 
Diſpair by ſuch complicated Miſery, and were tempted to deſiroy themſelves or to 
murder their Infants. | 

It is much to be lamented, that many of thoſe poor Creatures who lie-in at their 
own wretched Habitations, from their extreme Poverty, and the bigh Price of Provi- 
frons, are often bereft of ſuch Comforts as tend to the immediate Preſervation of their 
own Lives, as well as thoſe of their Infants, who, in due time, might become ſervice- 
able to their Country. Amidit the Severity of the coldeſt Seaſons, they are often de- 
ſtitute of Firing,warm Cleathing, or ſufficient Nouriſhment ; and beſides, are frequently 
in want of proper Care and Nurſing, till the Perils of Child-bed are cer: The Evil 
does not always end here;—becauſe, in preternatural Labours, or Cates of abſolute 
Danger, where extraordinary Skill is required, the poor Sufferer for want of proper 
Advice and Aſſiſtance, ſometimes dies undelivered. 

In ſhort, were the Generous and Humane but Eye-Witneſſes of the Wretchedneſs, 
and Want, that many poor Women undergo at this critical Jundture, when they my/? 
fland in need of Tenderneſs and Indulgence ; a Repreſentation of this Kind would almoſt 
become unneceſſary ;—for, nothing would more powerfully excite their Compaſſion, 
er enforce their Bounty, towards the Eſtabliſhment and Support of this Chirity. 


To the Sanction and humane Conſideration of the Ladies, this Charity is recom- 
mended by the Governors in a particular manner; eſpecially to thoſe who are Mo- 
thers themſelves, and have experienced the Fears and Sufferings of that Condition . 
which attends the Objeds of their Bounty. 

As no one is ſo rich, but he may become poor ; nor any one ſo happy, as to ex- 
clude the Poſſibility of becoming miſerable ; tis earneſtly hoped. that all ſuch as have 
been ſucceſsful in the World, and live in Affluence and Plenty, will not withhold 

their Aſſiſtance from the Poor and Needy ; but chearfully ſpare them a little, as a 
grateful Acknowledgement to Providence for their own happier Fate. 

Theſe Hints are ſubmitted to the Good and Great of both Sexes, to whom it 
would be an Indignity to point out further Motives for this Inſtitution 3 fince thoſe 
who are influenced by the Divine Spirit of Charity, follow not the Dictates of others, 
but of their own benevolent Hearts. 

This Charity, from its general Utility, having hitherto met with great Encourage- 4 
ment from the Public, tis hoped, by the Governors, that many of the Nobility and 
Others, and alſo that Gentlemen of Rank both in the Army and Navy, will follow 
the laudable Example of Zhoſe, by whoſe generous and charitable Aſſiſtance the 
whole Building is now raiſed ; being One Hundred Feet in Front, and large enough 
to contain Seventy Beds, or thereabouts. 

The Governors alſo think it proper to acquaint the Public, that altho' the Benefac- 
tions and Subſcriptions already received, have enabled them to finiſh the Building, 
the Centre of which, for upwards of twelve Months paſt, has been open for the Re- 
ception of In- Patients; a great Number of which, have, already, been deliver'd and 
reliev d there, many of whom were in the utmoſt Diſtreſs and muſt, otherwiſe, have 

__ been deſtitute, eſpecially thoſe who were unable to produce Marriage Certificates ; 
yet a conſiderable Sum of Money is ſtill wanted to furniſh the inſide of the Wings; 
which, the Governors alſo hope, thro' the Aſſiſtance cf the Public-ſpirited and 
Humane to complete and open in a ſhort Time, according to the Plan originally 
ropoſed. 

g D: LEAKE being unanimouſly elected Phyſician to this Hoſpital, attends in all 
preternatural Labours or Caſes of real Danger, where extraordinary Aſſiſtance is re- 
quir'd, and in order to extend the Benefits of this Charity (at the Requeſt of the 
Governors) he will alſo give Advice every Friday at twelve o'Clock at the ſaid Hoſ- 
pital, to ſuch Poor, as ſhall then offer, themſelves as Out-Patients, with a Recom- 
mendation from Governors or Subſcribers, for Relief in the ſeveral Diſorders incident 
to Child. bearing Women or Infants, and to whom, proper Medicines will alſo be . 
diſpenſed according to the Exigence of their ſeveral Complaints. 

Subſcriptions are received at the Hoſpital, near Meſiminſter Bridge ;—at Richard 
Dixon's, Eſqr. near Buckingham-Gate, Treaſurer ;—at Meſſ. Drummonds, and Co. at 
Charing-Creſs ; and at Meſſ. Fullers, and Co. Bankers, in Birchin-Lane, Cornhill ; at 
all which Places, a Printed Account of the Preſent State of this Charity may be had. 

Every Benefactor of Fifty Pounds, One Hundred Pounds, or more, wil be un- Privilege of 
| limitted with Reſpect to the Number of Lying-in Patients, as well as thoſe recom- Rn 
| mended to the Hoſpital Weekly for Advice in the ſeveral Diſorders incident to ; 
| Child-bearing Women or Infants, 
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Benefactors of Thirty Guineas, at one Time, will be deem'd Governors for Life, 
2 may yearly recommend Five Iu-Patients, and one Out Patient, Weekly, for 

vice. 

Every Gentleman or Lady ſubſcribing Five Guineas annually, becomes a Governor, 
and may recorimend Five Lying-in Patients yearly, and Out- Patients as above. 

Subſcribers of Three Guineas, may recommend Two In-Patients, and One Our- 
Patient for weekly Advice. | 

Subſcribers of Two Guineas, may recommend One Patient into the Hoſpital, and 
Out- Patients, as above. 

The Buſineſs of this Hoſpital is regularly tranſacted by the Governors at a Board 
held at the ſaid Hoſpital every Tue/day at twekve o Clach, preciſely, where the 
Attendance of Governors or Subſcribers will be deem'd a valuable Addition 
to their Subſcription ;—and, as ſever! Letters of Recommendation are frequently 
obtain'd from Governors or Subſcribers by Women whom they have not an Op- 
portunity of ſeeing or aſking Queſtions the Governors, &c. are deſired to obſerve, 
that the Yeekly Board has a diſcretiona y Power to make a moo Enquiry of the 
Patients then preſenting, reſpecting the Nature of their Circumſtances, in Order to 
prevent the Admiſſion of rhſe, who ard not found to be real Objefs of Diſtreſs, or 
who do not come within the true Inteut and Meaning of this Charity. 

Note, No Governor or Subſcriber can have more than One Patient in the Houſe, 
at a Time, and they are particularly requeſted not to ſign any Letters of Recom- 
mendation, except for thoſe Women who are in the 4 Month of Pregnancy. 

The Governors have given Orders to the Matron, to wait on ſuch Ladies round 
the Wards as are pleas d to view the Hoſpital, of to ſee the Treatment of the Patients, 
ſeveral of whom. from theic healthy A nrance and decent Rehaviaum are Ffrequertly. 
recommended as proper Wet-Nurſes ; a Liſt of ſuch Women, only, being kept for 
that Purpoſe. 

The following Form is humbly recommended to thoſe, who, by their 4 Will, or 
any Codicil thereto, are diſpoſed to bequeath any Legacy for the Benefit of this 
Hoſpital, as yet in it's infant State, vis. 

Item. 1 Give and bequeath unto A. B. and C. D. the Sum of upon 

Truſt, and to the Intent, that they, or one of them, do pay the ſame to 
the Treaſurer for the time being of a Society, who now call themſelves the Go- 
vernors of The Weſtminſter New Lying-in Hoſpital near Weſtminſter Bridge; which 

{aid fum of I will, and defire, may be paid out of my Perſonal 

Eſtate, and applied towards carrying on the charitable Deſigns of the ſaid Society. 
* By the Statute of Mortmain, charitable Bequeſts of Manors, Lands, or Money, 

if directed to be laid out in Lands, are void, unleſs by Deed indented and executed 

before two Witneſles, at leaſt Twelve Months before the deceaſe of the Donor, 
and inrolled within Six Months next after the Execution of the ſame, | 


A Phyſician Man Midwife, | 
A Phyſician Man Midwife extraordinary. 
A Conſulting Phyſician, 

A Surgeon. 


Two Viſiting Apothecaries, and 
A Matron, 
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